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CHINESE NEW YEAR.

e

FIREWORKS AND FEASTING.

The Chiness New Teoar commences bo-day,
That It s a time of rejoicing in apparent (8
the stranger entering the houss of any Chiness
resideant of Sydney, Thers are elgne of fess
tivity on everr hand, and the rejnicings will
contipus for & wrek.

Mr. Lean Fore, maoager of (he “Toog Wik
Times," remarkcd lesi oight that ithe Chis-
eoe had many bobidoys in the year, the prigs
vipal belog the birthdny of their Emperos,
that of Confucius, the Featival of the Desd,
the Uragon Boat Pestival. and the Mid-potoma
Featival, Notwlihstandiog that all  thems
wers roosgnlsed a2 natlonal holldays by iba
Chinese, there was not the inlerest taken ls
:hll as in the one they were Dow oolebmts
nE-

The new year waa yshered (60 st midaighi
by the displays of Aroworks wnd ihe sharp
reports of crackera. and, o accordsnce wily
ancient rustom o overy Bouse, & tarewell sup-

r to the old yoar wak held. In this reapest
t In Intereeiing ke note the dighcs which
make up the featlve meal: —Roonst, bolled, wd
sieamed duck, fowl and hem, birds-pests
#oup, stewed shelifah, mueshrooms, craby
shark-fins, becho-de-mer, and slieed pigeons

Aftsr the Post Office olock had etruek if
the New Temr began, aud  the Chinesa
of Bydney commenced  thelr customasy
sxchange of vislis, Their greeting wad
Invariably “Koongey Fai Chay"—4
prosperous  pEw voadr. In every case i
vialioe would lezve bis oow your cavd, m plecs
of red paper of a uniform sige, oo which his
name waa Inperibad,  Every visitor is boasd
fo apcept of hospitality—a glasa of wiss,
Bpirlia, or light rofroshmeont.

‘This period of the year bringe out the lows
for flowera Inbsront Ao the Chingss poople, (o
|l"l'trrr Chinese houes in Bydoey st an early hoar
thin morning contalned. ar Was cxpected ta
contaln, a iable decked with all kinds of
seasonable fowers; ausd in sddition, (rofs,
pregeryes, and so forth for the onterininmest
lor visitors.
| Muogt of the Chineae buslnéas-houses of Byd-
|pey will be clomed until Monday. The op-
|suing your la of more than ordinery intsrest
[ma it is the frst of the relgn of the new
Emparar,

It In customary wlih Lthe Chinese to cales-
ints dates from the year tho reigning Emperor
wai installed. Thus mll lelters written to-
day will be dated “The fires day of ibe Orsl
T{?th of the firet year of the relgn of Poe

On behalf! of the Chiness Empires Reform As-
socintion, of whicrh ke ls preeident, Mr, Plog
Nom sent the followlng cable last night to (he
Miglster of Commerco ot Pekipng:—' 'Wa re-
quest you Lo couvey to the new Emperor acd
to Prioce Ch'uwn, our wishes for a happy new
yrar, abd we glss request Pripee Ch'on 1o
bring about na spradily as poasible the noceds
sary reforms [or the malotenance of Lhe Chins
Lll! Emplre.™
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